
Third Sunday of Advent - C 
(Zeph. 3:14-18a; Phil. 4:4-7; Lk. 3:10-18) 

You have to give John the Baptist credit.  He was able to bring 
many to repentance simply by proclaiming the Word of the 
Lord and personally following it.  Where Jesus had not only 
words but works of healing and forgiveness to back them up, 
John just had the word that had been given to him, his own 
charisma, and a cleansing ritual that would symbolize and 
embody the reality of starting afresh. 
 
When the issue came to what starting fresh entailed, John’s 
guidance was straightforward and practical.  Although he tells 
the tax collectors something different than what he tells the 
soldiers, the common thread really harkens back to the prophet 
Micah:   
 
You have been told, O mortal, what is good, 
and what the LORD requires of you: 
Only to do justice and to love goodness, 
and to walk humbly with your God. (Mi. 6:8) 
 
Doing justice is listed first, perhaps because it was in such short 
supply, but the three elements really are all of a piece.  None 
can truly exist without the other two.  But even these elements 
are only the prerequisite.  John counsels such activity because it 
is right, it is eminently doable if a person has a mind to do so, 
but most of all because the path of righteousness opens a 
person up to the greater thing that God is up to. 
 
  



That larger reality will be the act of God which brings such 
virtuous engagement to fruition.  And it’s in the face of that 
larger reality that John can only be astounded and humbly 
acknowledge, “I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 
sandals.” 
 
We can be led to identify that pattern of that activity on our 
own lives if we ponder the question, “when have I been put 
into such a position? When have I seen a need and responded 
to it in full awareness of my own weakness and limitations, only 
to discover that the result was so much more than I could have 
intended, or even imagined? 
 
The record of our lives is there for us to reflect on and see the 
hand of God involved.  Oftentimes we miss that in the moment, 
and it only becomes apparent after the fact.  Even that delayed 
reaction, though, can be a spur for us to continue steadfastly 
on the journey of hope and expectant longing.  Once we have 
seen God act in surprising fashion, it becomes easier for us to 
leave room for that and be open to outcomes that aren’t even 
on our radar screen.  
 
The surprising character of God’s love is one of the things we 
look forward to in the Advent Season.  Surprise!  We will find 
him wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger—and 
in other surprising places, too.  
  



Today, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
addition to the third Sunday of Advent.  In that story, too, none 
of the people involved had the slightest inkling of what was 
about to happen.   
 
The total upheaval of the world they had known threw them 
back on their heels and seemed to bring only grief and a sense 
of loss.  And into that situation arrived the apparition of the 
Blessed Virgin as one of them and pregnant with a future that 
included them and honored them as worthy of God’s attention.  
 
No wonder devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe has remained so 
strong over the course of these several centuries now.  I still 
chide myself as to why I haven’t made a pilgrimage to Mexico 
City to see the tilma of Juan Diego and ponder the meaning of 
such a great gift.  
 
I know I am not worthy.  I also know that such unworthiness 
does not stop God.  He continues to call me to walk the way of 
righteousness so that his greater gifts can be given.  And when I 
think about how great those gifts must be, I truly am filled with 
expectant hope that leads to joy even now. 
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